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“logap and theg net will appear.”

-Zen saying

When reflecting upon Spanish classes for the first half of the year it
sgems gasy to get excited over someg of the morg demonstrative
sucegsses of the program. For gxample, it is simply awegsome to hear
Spanish bging practiced all around campus, or to have Kids ran up to
mg at rgcegss and practicg a ngw word they've lgarnegd or ask about a
ngw word. Theg Ilgarning of Spanish is so gvident and egrtainly
gratifying. But when | dig a little degper in my reflgction, it bgcomes
clgar that what is fraly outstanding is to begar witngss to our childregn
lgaping and, surg gnough, the ngt appgaring in the form of their peers.

lsgarning a ngw language can bring all Rinds of feelings to the surface.
The gxperignee can be frustrating, humbling; it can gvoke feelings of
vulngrability, egven produce physical rgactions of stress. These
gxperignees arg certainly not uniqug to Spanish Igarngrs at SRV, but
what /s unigug and most profound in the Igarning that is taking place
herg, is the lgvel of support the children have Igarngd to give gach other.
iso the “permission” they have given thgmselves to truly dig in to the
lgarning is remarkable. It is when this “safety net” is present that deep
and meaningful lgarning occurs.



a

1 glimpsg into the classes:
Maurgen and Jessica’s group:

Five day preschoolgrs have begen continuing to roll right along! We
gnjoy singing songs and the Rids really get a Rick out of singing the
“fAdios” song beforg the “Bugnos Pias” song when feeling gspecially
sillyl “Cabgza, hombros, rodillas, y pigs!” (head, shoulders, knges, and
togs) rgmains a favoritg. @gtting morg and moreg comfortablg taking
risks, almost all the childregn have trigd Igading somg of our chants and
games. Their acegnts and ability to recall words arg incredible.

Rindergarten:

Al of the suddgn the words areg sticking! No longer do | nged to
prompt the helper of the day on how to tell the group to clgan up and
comg to the meeting arga begcause they all know how! If you arg gver in
the woods on a Tugsday aftgrnoon gou will hgar the Rindergartners at
the back of our hiking ling, gelling “Paral” ( “top!”) to the front. They are
really bgginning to undgrstand what spgaking another language means.
Rindegrgartnegrs have also bggn practicing their colors, differgntiating
between lgft and right, and following simplg commands by playing
Twister. They love to jump to “circulos con coloregs difgrentes” and arg
becoming morg and morg ablg to undgrstand what | am sagying in
dpanish. It is really gxeiting!

Primary Cirele, Middig Cirelg, and Oldgst Group :

Tging in the all school Ggography theme really put a ngat twist on
opanish. Studegnts made original maps of githgr somegwherg real or
fjantasy. They then labeled their maps in Spanish. Middlg Cirelg and The
Oldest Group used Spanish/€nglish dictionarigs whilg thg Primary



Circlg usgd meg as a rgfergneg in addition to our accumulated
vocabulary lists. {Ifter the maps were finished, gach student practiced
putting sgntenegs together and degscribing what thgy had decided to put
on their maps. Their convgrsational skills arg really improving and
their vocabularigs arg just growing by Igaps and bounds!

There arg so many gramplgs of how gxeiting Spanish class is, but the
real sucegss story of Spanish at SRV this term is that our program is
reaching the corg of the mission of our bgloved school.

Feliz vacaciongs ¢ feliz aho Nugvo tambign!



